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Sunday 29th March 2020 

 5th Sunday of Lent 

 Prayer for today 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy. 

Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 

knowing that nothing  

can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

You are the Church-We are the Church 

 

Dear friends 

 

Sadly the Archbishops have asked us to now 

close our church buildings even for private pray-

er. It does not however, mean that the church is 

closed. In these strange times where we are hav-

ing to stay at home and keep physical distance 

from each other, we are having to find creative 

ways of staying connected to each other and to 

God. 

 

We will email the pew news to you each week 

in various formats and find a safe way to get a 

copy to you if you are not online.  

 

The April magazine can be found in the news 

section of our church website 

 

One idea is to all pray at 10.30am on Sun-

day and then we will know that others are 

joining with us.  This week’s challenge  is 

to  create a small prayer space at home. 

We would love to see and share your pic-

tures of your space.  

 

Resources for Prayer and Keeping in touch 

For keeping in touch 

Website: www.milborneportchurches.org.uk 

Facebook: St John the Evangelist Church 

@milborneportchurches 

 

I will also be writing a blog for those who are not on 

facebook.   

https://wordpress.com/home/

milborneportchurches.wordpress.com   

This is where we can connect together on line 

Vicarage Phone: 01963 250248 

Sarah’s email  revsjgodfrey@gmail.com 

Corona Care in Milborne Port  

We are beginning to put together a system of help in 

place for those of us who might need it and a way of 

making sure everyone is connected and you have some-

one to call. 

If at some point and you need help with shopping, dog 

walking, posting letters etc or just want someone to 

chat to on the phone we will find someone to help you. 

Leave a message on this number 

01963 250 248 

 rector@milborneportchurches.org.uk 

If you are not considered ‘vulnerable’ and are happy to 

be added to a database of volunteers, please let Sarah 

know 

(Charlton Horethorne and Milborne Wick have devel-

oped their own system.) 

Prayer resources 

Church of England Website 

https://www.churchofengland.org/

prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-

daily-prayer 

Or download the Time to Pray app 

Sarah will be using this. Join her virtually at 9am 

and 5pm so we can pray the office together 



Sunday 29th March 2020 

5th Sunday of Lent 

Collect 

Gracious Father, 

you gave up your Son 

out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Ezekiel 37.1–14 

37 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he 

brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 

bones. 2 He led me all round them; there were 

very many lying in the valley, and they were very 

dry. 3 He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones 

live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ 4 

Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, 

and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 

the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these 

bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you 

shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause 

flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, 

and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 

shall know that I am the Lord.’  

7  So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and 

as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rat-

tling, and the bones came together, bone to its 

bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, 

and flesh had come upon them, and skin had cov-

ered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 

Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, 

prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 

says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, 

O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 

may live.’ 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, 
and the breath came into them, and they lived, 

and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  

11  Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are 

the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones 

are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 

completely.” 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to 

open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to 

the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I 

am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring 

you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will 

put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 

will place you on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, 

says the Lord.’  

An act of Spiritual Communion 

You may wish to find a space for prayer in front of a 

cross, a candle, or a special place.  

 

Reflect on the week and on your relationships. 

- What good things have come from God this week? 

- Where have I fallen short? 

- What might I do tomorrow? 

 

You may wish to say or pray 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Read todays Bible reading 

 

Prayers 

Let us pray to the Lord, 

who is our refuge and stronghold.  

For the health and well-being of our nation, 

that all who are fearful and anxious 

may be at peace and free from worry: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

For the isolated and housebound, 

that we may be alert to their needs, 

and care for them in their vulnerability: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

For our homes and families, 

our schools and young people, 

and all in any kind of need or distress: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

For a blessing on our local community, 

that our neighbourhoods may be places of trust and 

friendship, 

where all are known and cared for: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray 

to the mercy and protection of God. 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

You may wish to use the Lent Walking the Way of 

Jesus service sheet 

 

You can listen to Sarah say the Communion prayer 

on the church facebook page 


